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NAME:
QUAYE, KOJO BENEDICT aka Sir Black
YEAR AND PLACE OF BIRTH:
1978, ACCRA - GHANA
ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX GP 21108 ACCRA NORTH
H/NO. C178/18 ABELENKPE, ACCRA.
ARTISTIC DISCIPLINE:
SPOKEN WORD (EHALAKASA)/PERFORMING ART/PAINTING/SCULPTURE 
ARTISTIC SERVICES
PERFORMANCES/COMMISSIONED WORK/WORKSHOPS/MASTER CLASSES/EVENTS
EDUCATION:
LARGELY SELF TAUGHT
STATEMENT:
“Sweat and tears may look the same, but permit the slave to tell the taste”.
PHILOSOPHY:
I’m serving my time, making and unmaking out of life what no one is making out of me.

PROOF OF ARTISTIC TRAINING
From a very humble beginning with no particular formal education in the arts, he through observation and self encouragement with determination created some works that caught the attention of Cultural officer of Alliance Française, Accra to grant him the opportunity and space for what can be described at the time as his maiden appearance/exhibition of paintings, sculptures and performances. He did a few free style performances at the opening which was later described to him as spoken word poetry and from that day on, he has not looked back at performance poetry. He later discovered that he had earlier before this time been doing what was also known to be Dawn Broadcasting an early morning preaching in neighborhoods and communities which he believe help shape his oratory into performance poetry. 

Between 1995 and 1998, and then somewhere between2001and 2005 he was invited to do motivational talks in local schools and communities in some selected township in Accra our nation capital and surrounding areas. He can confidently say all of these contributed to his development into performance poetry today.

Performance poetry was not popular at the time when he appeared on the scene nevertheless there were few poets or people who have published their poems yet never been seen doing their poetry publicly. With hope and persistence over the years he has work earnestly with few friends to raise the awareness and the need for recognition to this beautiful art form called spoken word poetry performance. He is the sole brain behind all the Ehalakasa projects and events to be mention later below. For authenticity and access to school and communities he registered his own event enterprise under which he organizes all the school projects and events called G3 Channels operating for nonprofit. He has been commissioned to work on several events, projects and programs mostly on the creative arts and spoken word poetry domain. His contribution and achievement to the development of Ghana’s creative and cultural landscape is evident in the only regular monthly event “Ehalakasa Talk Party” he the host which has been running since 2008. It is wealth stating that Spoken word poetry performance in Ghana is called EHALAKASA and the respond is it Lives in Us!

PREVIOUS ARTISTIC WORKS
EHALAKASA is a concept created by Sir Black and musician/poet Nii Lantey in 2007, simply to bring poetry from the page to the stage. The basic Intent for Ehalakasa is to address and deal with issues relevant to our time as a people, whiles projecting Ghanaian values. EHALAKASA is a straight talk, street philosophy poetry and music performance. Eha means Song in Ewe, La means Sing in Ga Dangbe and Kasa means Talk in Akan (Twi). These separate words are simply combined to form EHALAKASA; and the response is: "It lives in us".
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EHALAKASA has evolved out of the response to art lovers' (poets/general public) desire for the awakening and recognition of spoken word performance poetry in Accra and Ghana. The past years has been highly successful with projects and events like, Ehalakasa Slam, Ehalakasa Talk Party, the annual Ehalakasa Int. Poetry Day, Ehalakasa in Senior High Schools (workshops), Ehalakasa @ NAFAC, Ehalakasa Flash Mob, Ehalakasa Fiesta, Ehalakasa Mega Fest and now Ehalakasa Festival etc. These events were organized in collaboration with Alliance Francaise, Goethe Institut, Nubuke Foundation, Writers Project of Ghana, Ghana Association of Writers, Cultural Education Unit of Ghana Education Service, Ghana Culture Forum etc. The sole coordinator and event organizer is Sir Black. 
Currently he is also working on what he calls TalkFACT3 Project, a solo touring performance and workshop series in schools and communities mainly to “edutain” (educate and entertain) through the use of words.
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@ Sir Black performing at a recent show, Alliance Francaise


PREVIOUS WORK I
A Tapestry of African Experience is touring project based on the anthology of poems by different African poets which was staged and performed live by veteran Actor, Poet, and Playwright EVANS OMA HUNTER and young dynamic poet Ehalakasa performer QUAYE KOJO BENEDICT aka Sir Black. 
The show which is expected to tour selected schools and countries will feature not only poetry by Oma & Black but music, dance and an extract from the New Patriot by Sarif Easmon. A moment where the old poets meet the young contemporary poets to share experience for the benefit of the up and coming youth to learn from the works of the old folks. We believe it is important to let this interaction take place between the old and the young poets in a performance to experience the development that has arrive since poetry became prominent in Africa.
We intend to present works of poets that have come and pass, some of who are still with us but almost forgotten and the works of those emerging contemporary poets for the appreciation of our present audience particularly the youth. We believe this initiative is an essential part to the development of our nation’s cultural landscape; in bridging the gap between the older poets and the young poets.
A tapestry of African experience feature and presented selected works written by Africans including Leopold Sedar Sengor, Dr Efua Surtherland, Geormbeeyi Addali-motty, Prof Kofi Awoonor, Frank Kobena Parks, Prof. Ayikwei Armah, Prof. Wole Soyinka, Valantino Malangatana, Prof. Atukwei Okai and Sarif Easmon and presented by veteran Ghanaian performer and a dynamic young poet who is making tremendous strides in the area of poetry performance in the country. 
The maiden edition of The Tapestry of African Experience was held at the Alliance Francaise in Accra. The event brought together a cross section of people from writers, actors, cultural workers; politicians and students were audience that graced the event.
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Below are images from The Tapestry of African Experience.
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PREVIOUS WORK II
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Below are some related links:
http://www.afaccra.com/index.php?view=details&id=108%3A5thehalakasa&option=com_eventlist&Itemid=111&lang=fr
http://www.dailyguideghana.com/?p=64149
http://wangoweb.com/2012/10/19/ehalakasa-poetry-festival-at-the-alliance-francaise-on-oct-27/

Sir Black over the years manages to coordinate events and still perform with such exuberance. He has come to accept the fact that it is not over until it is over, thus he is able to generate such an unusual ability to see through the event right from conception to delivery where audience will walk away after each show smiling and full cheer, this brings him satisfaction.   
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Above: Sir Black performing at a concert
Below: Sir Black Performing at Goethe Institut @ 50 in Ghana
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PUBLISHED WORKS

Title: Will you also chop some and go?

When an African (one of my lot) becomes president two things are sure
If he came by the ballot box
Hallelujah, the people sing, new Messiah
We put you here to serve us, he reply your vote is the power
But in his heart,
Well this is my chance let me chop some and go

On the other hand
If he came by the gun
Boy o boy, the people cry in agony
He replies, I came here by my self
You obey you live, you disobey you die
By the way everything will be okay
But in his heart, let me also chop some and go

In the final analysis
Colonization, militancy, autocracy, democracy, nothingcracy
We know them, what next?
Will you also chop some and go when you become president?

1. Published in EHALAKASA Poetry Volume 1 by Woeli Publishing service, Accra Ghana 2011
2. Published in ARTFOCUS a publication of Nubuke Foundation
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In The Spirit Of Redefining The Spoken Word Poetry Genre In Ghana,
G3 Channels In Collaboration with Alliance Francaise & Nubuke Foundation

Proudly Presents

rd EHALAKASA
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Ehalakasa Poetry Project inside Tamale
at NAFAC in November 2010
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Poetry has a new name ir@ha
G3 CHANNELS with WPG
In collaboration with Alliance Francai:

Unplugged Spoken Word Poetry with Music
Redefining Poetry! One Big Event! One Big Flavor!

FERTURING: Shecial Guest Porformer
KING GARI FORTOR & KING OF RHJME, GEN KSE & NANA B,
OKUNKA BKPAKPA, POETRA AND MORE THE L USS-II;‘ OET

Gltlnna i lren oo

You ain't seen anything yet!
Contact nEO=EE236
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Culture in the Neighborhood
Susuma Pan African Dance Ensemble

PEACE 104.3 FM
GTV
TV3

ALLIANCE FRANC.

presents

A TAPESTRY OF
AFRICAN EXPERIENCE

EVANS OMA HUNTER

(Vteran Actor, Poet.and Playwright) &3 SIR BLACK vivor Kojo Yibor
(Ehalakasa Performer)

FRIDAY AT
9™NOV | 8:00 o
2012 PM
@ ALLIANCE FRANCAISE ;

Malangotana, Prof. A smon etc willbe celebrated.

This event is intended to give audience the opportunity to experience the dramatic
d . a POETRY become prominent in Ghana.
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PROGRAMME

EHALAKASA Festival is an annual celebration of spoken word poetry performance with

music in Ghana. EHALAKASA is a straight talk, street philosophy, poetry with music. Eha
mean Song in Ewe, La mean Sing in Ga Dangbe and Kasa means Talk in Akan (Twi). These
separate words are simply combined to form EHALAKASA; the response is "It lives in us".

Danish poet Stine Cleaning In
Bork Kristensen partnership with
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d Experience 5 Competitive
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venues with 5 || at the Ghana sessions at
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parasol dubbed . with free style

EHALAKASA performances
CONCERT

UTOMBO (Ghana) TINE BROK KRESTINSEN (Denmark] 7

|

OETRA AMA ASANTEWAA (Alikoto) AKI KAWAMOTO (Japan)

RYSTAL TETTEY (CGhana) MA HUNTER (Veteran poel]
i Il LANTEY (Ghana) 0BBY SAM [Chana)

; IBOR KOJO YIBOR [aka sir black] K OSEl YAW (aka Garifortor]
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o Ghanata Senior High
School - Dodowa

Ehalakasa Poets with our International
Guest Poets

Wed. October 24", 2012

Wed. October 24", 2012

SPOKEN WORD POETRY WITH MUSIC
Smoothy’s Restaurant

Oxford Street Osu

Ehalakasa Poets with our International
Guest Poets

DONATION

ii=sciebeeZs s 2012 Sunday. October 28", 2012
2as™ Spoken Word Poetry Workshop / Slam

Dabala Secondary Technical ~ Volta Region gecianyConcet

Live Spoken Word Poetry Performances with Music
Nubuke Foundation

Near Mensvic Grand Hotel

East Legon.

Ehalakasa Poets with our International Guest
Poets

Ehalakasa Poets with our International Guest Poets

Thurs. October 25", 2012

SPOKEN WORD POETRY WITH MUSIC
Republic Bar

Oxford street Osu

Ehalakasa Poets with our International Guest
Poets

: DONATION
BEACH CLEANING / SOCCER
DONATION Sat. October 27", 2012

TH
-' Beach Cleaning in Association with Turtle GH
WORKSHOP / SPOKEN WORD POETRY And other partners

Friday. October 26", 2012

Spoken Word Poetry Workshop / Slam
Accra Academy — CONCERT

Greater Accra Region
Ehalakasa Poets with our International Guest
Poets

Concert
Sat. October 27", 2012

SPOKEN WORD POETRY WITH MUSIC

Friday. October 26", 2012
Alliance Francaise

Behind Opeibea House
SPOKEN WORD POETRY WITH MUSIC Airport Residential Area
Citizen Kofi
Ehalakasa Poets with
Oxford Street Osu iz our Iternational
Ehalakasa Poets with our International Guest E oot
Poets P
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“Superfedt at se ens elever
sta foran 100 kollegaer og
leese egenproducerede digte
op - pa engelsk. Cool kun-
stnere som de unge OGS,
syntes var cool!”
Kulsvierskolen, Hillersd

TRIN: Folkeskoler 9. og 10. klasse.

FOKUSLANDE: Kenya, Ghana og Zimbabwe.

SAMARBEJDSPARTNERE: CKU, Eha-lakasa
Festival (Ghana, Globale Skolepartnerskaber.

GENRE

Spoken word er en verbal kunstform, som
bruges til at fortzelle historier, og formidle
personlige oplevelser, politiske budskaber og
kommentarer i et direkte og let tilgaengeligt
sprog. Spoken word kunstnere arbejder rytmisk
og performativt med sproget, og udtrykket er en
slags dynamisk digtoplzsning, hvor kontakten til
publikum er vigtig. Genren har redder i urgamle
orale traditioner, men formen, som vi kender
den idag, opstod i slutningen af 80erne/starten
af 90erne, som poetry slams, en slags litteraere
konkurrencer, hvor spoken word kunstnere kon-
fronterede hinanden med poetiske tekster.
Feelles for alle kunstnerne er en enestdende
energi, et staerkt scenisk naervaer og en enga-
gerende tilgang til at arbejde med elever og
studerende.

WORKSHOPPENS INDHOLD

Workshoppen bestar af et kreativt forlgb med

de deltagende klasser og en performance for
skolens afgangsklasser, hvor bde kunstnerne
og udvalgte elever optraeder sammen.

Under workshoppen vil eleverne hare kunst-
nerne fortaelle om deres oplevelser og erfaringer
som kunstnere i afrikanske udviklingslande. Ele-
verne vil herefter, i tzt samspil med kunstnerne,

arbejde med at skrive deres egne digte og tek-
ster med udgangspunkt i deres egne personlige
verdensbilleder eller forudbestemte tematikker.
Eleverne laerer ogsa at formidle deres digte og
tekster scenisk og vil komme til at deltage i en
poetry slam konkurrence.

Workshoppen suppleres af en dansk spoken
word kunstner, som kan facilitere elevernes
samarbejde med de internationale kunstnere.

KUNSTNERE

Sir Black [Ghana): Konfronterende eha-lakasa
performer og slam poet.

Tim Mwaura (Kenyal: Dristig digter og Kenyan
Slam Poetry Champion.

Ngwatilo Mawiyoo [Kenyal): 'Den performative
poesis prastinde’.

Outspoken (Zimbabwe): Social bevidst ung rap-
per og slam poet.

Louise Cain (Danmark): Frontfigur pa den dan-
ske slam scene.

{ KLASSETRIN, ANTAL ELEVER

0G FAGRELEVANS

Folkeskolens 9. og 10. klasse.

Workshoppen gennemfares med elever og lee-
rere fra en eller to klasser (20 - 40 elever).
Workshoppen kobles fagligt pd engelsk under-
visning med tvaerfaglig relevans for samfundsfag.

UNDERVISNINGSMATERIALE 0G

| FORANKRING | FAGUNDERVISNINGENS

FALLES MAL
Workshoppen og undervisningsmaterialet tager

| afswt i engelskundervisningens faelles mal for

KEN WORD

9. 0g 10. klasse vedrarende kommunikative feer-
digheder og kultur- og samfundsforhold samt i
samfundsfagets falles mal for 9. og 10. klasse
vedrgrende socialisering, kultur og identitet.
Iszr sattes fokus pa elevernes arbejde med
skrevne tekster og mundtlige udtryk omkring
emner af personlig, kulturel og samfundsmaes-
sig karakter, bade i forhold til elevernes egne
billeder og opfattelser af verden samt i forhold
til de udviklingslande, som kunstnerne kom-
mer fra. | workshoppen arbejdes der kreativt
med udtrykkenes lethed og spontanitet samt
afpasningen af sproget, mens der i undervis-
ningsmaterialet arbejdes med foto, video- og
lydfiler samt med tekster, hvor eleverne kan
sammenligne deres egen kultur med andre kul-
turer, reflektere over begreber som stereotyper,
fordomme og identitet samt sociale og kulturelle
forhold i verden i en global kontekst. Al under-
yisningsmateriale er tilgzengeligt pa Center for
Kultur og Udviklings undervisningssite. Der er
ogs3 tilknyttet en facebookside, hvor eleverne
kan dele deres tekster, tanker og oplevelser med
hinanden og kunstnerne.

STED, VARIGHED 0G KRAV

Workshoppen varer 3 t. og gennemfares pa skolen
i et klasselokale stort nok til det antal elever som
skal deltage (20 - 40 elever). Den efterfalgende
performance for skolens afgangsklasser varer ca.
30 - 40 min. og er bedst placeret i skolens sal eller
pé en scene, hvor kunstnerne kan opleves af alle
eleverne. Til en performance skal der bruges 1 - 2
mikrofoner, PA anlzeg og er en teknikker som kan
stille mikrofonerne op og lave lydtjek.

WORKSHOP KOORDINATOR

Globale Skolepartnerskaber

Kristine Fjord Tolborg

Tif: 8871 3650

Email: ktlaglobalesknlepannerskahendk

LINK -
www.cku.dk/undervisning
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10 june 2010

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

| write on the above subject, introducing QUAYE KOJO BENEDICT a Poet /Artist working
and living in Ghana. He is one of the few upcoming artists who is carving an indelible
mark on the Ghanaian spoken word poetry scene.

| first meet QUAYE KOJO BENEDICT in 1994 and ever since he hcs become a disciple. He
stayed and worked with me in my ArtHAUS Artists Residency for over two and half years
under my mentorship. He has also taking part in many of the artistic workshops organized
by ArtHAUS.

His passion and desire for spoken word poetry has grow over the years, performing in my
ArtHAUS, exhibition openings, diplomatic occasions, poetry open mic shows and lately at
the Nubuke Foundation where he with other friends run the Ehalakasa Poetry Project
dubbed Ehalakasa Talk Party.

His disposition and character as an artist is one | could always count on.

| the under signed hereby recommend him to any person or institution who will need his
service and also in the area where he may need assistance.

Kofi Setordiji

ArtHAUS/Nubuke Foundation
(Founder/Director)

e. talkhaus@yahoo.com

t. +233 244 610 970
+ 233 278 258 585

I Pl s ET R0 PERANANENT ARTIST I RESIDENNCE
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Poetry has new name

By Nicolette Lorraway

“T AM not a love person”,
lack. “Pm not into loy
T don’t know how to
love poem.” Quaye
Kojo Benedict (or ‘Black’ as
he is known on stage) lives
and breathes poetry. But he
gets frustrated when people
assume poetry can only be
about love.

Pocms can be about anything
from clothes to black power, 2
traumatic event, politics, or any-
thing from our everyday lives, he
says. 1t all about just expressing
whatever pops into your head.
He is so passionate that he
founded a regular free spoken
word night where you can do just
that.

“Ehalakasa is a straight talk,
straight philosophy, poetry and
music,” he says. On the last Sun-
day of every month, a group of

 witers, poets, musicians and

lovers of words come together
to perform, listen and enjoy

‘Pralsmq The Lord Plus One’ |

other people’s work.

“The name is made up of three
local words put together — ‘Eha’
comes from the Ewe word for
“song’, ‘La’is Ga for 1o si
Kasa means ‘tall’ in Twi. “Eha-
Iakasa is performance art — if
you want to do spoken word,
want to sing, want to act, say
proverbs or whatever, you do it
creatively.” he says. “Poetry has 2
new name in Ghana and it is
Ehalakasa”

The event is open to any one
— new writers and first time
poets shace the stage with more
established arists. It's a chance
to practise, perform and have
your work heard.

When many people think
about poetry, they think of read-
ing silently o themselves from a
book. But Elhalakasa gives writ-
ers the chance to_speak their
work, and eceive instant feed-
back from the audience.

“Alot of the guys who started
coming were not sure if they
conld get up on stage (0 per-
form. .. All they know is that

they can write poems and that's

says Black. Some "have
grown into really cool petforms
ers, just because theyve seen
other people

0% al S
poetry and increase awareness of
the art form, Our country has a
long history of spoken word, b
many Ghanaians do not ealise
its value.

e have relly great men and
women in this country who atei
doing good with poetry but they &
are only known internationally, 8
In their own country, they are
not very recognised.” Black
hopes that Elhalakasa will create
a place for young poets to prac-
tise and grow their art.

If youd like to find out more,
Elhalakasa s scheduled this Sun-
day night (and the last Sunday of
every month) at the Nubuke
Foundation in East Legon, of
the Pan African Writers Asso
ation organises an event on the
first Sunday of the month in
Roman Ridge.

AT o
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Ehalakasa Poetry Slam @ Alliance Francaise

A POETRY slam dubbed
Ehalakasa, which will involve sev-
eral young poets from a number of
regions in Ghana, will on Friday
October 22 take place at the Alli-
ance Frangise in Accra.

Poetry recitals, which has been
gathering momentum over the past
few years, is set to witness a dra-
matic rise owing to the growing
popularity of the Ehalakasa
programme, which also aimsat en-
g the youth to engage
Ivesin reading, writing and

poetry.

Participating poets include
neth Opoku Amponsah, Tei
Owusua (Ashanti), Archibold

Acheampong, Delphine Mainoo
(Eastern), Danaye Holms (Volta),
Philip Oyinka (Central), Nii Lante,
Percy Appiah (aka Mutombo) and
Josh Woanyah (Greater Accra),

Ehalakasa poets are equally sched-
uled to perform and hold workshops
ina number of schools in the Greater
Accra region. These include West
rica Senior High School, Labone
Senior High School, St. Mary's Se-
nior High School and Odogornno
Senior High School

Initiated by young poet Sir Black,
the Ehalakasa poetry slam is in linc
with UNESCO's aim of promoting
the reading, writing, publishing and
teaching of poetry throughout the

world. It also aims at giving fresh
recognition and impetus to na-
tional, regional and international
poetry movements.

Itwould also ensure competition
for creative imagination in poetry
recitals; promote/enhance the
knowledge and appreciation of po-
etry while encouraging diversity and
vitality in poetry among poets in
Ghata. Ehalakasa will equally ac-
tively encourage interaction among
poets in Ghana, Africa and other
parts of the world

The programme is being spon-
sored by the Ghana Cultural Fund
and the Alliance Frangaise in col-
laboration with the French Embassy
in Accra.

Sir Black
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SCcHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS

P.0. Box LG 19

Legon, Ghana E-mail: sparts12@gmail.com

Tel. 0302-500308

OurRef.No. . .....

Certificate of Acknowledgement

This is to certify that Mr. Black, aka Kojo Benedict Quaye was a spoken
word-poetry Instructor at a Workshop (from September to November 2012)
for the Lab dc (labaratory de caméléon); a special project with students of
the School of Performing Arts, University of Ghana, Legon.

/(Qé&g\f e CP@‘L s
Dr. Awo Mana Asiedu Ms. Pétra Kron
Ag. Director Lab dc. Director
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STHE CASUALTIES”
JP. CLARK, POEMS OF BLACK'AFRICA, (ED) WO ESOYINKA (1975), HEINEMANN, LONDON

Engagement is about communicetion, - involvement, awareness and
empowerment. Itis about hearing éach other speak.

The HIFA 2011 Hivos
and

MWaidprogramme provides a platform for
ontofAfrican expression. The programme

features spoken Word- practitionersfrom Malawi, Botswana, South Africa,

Kenya, Ghana and ZimbabWwe as Well asa guest artist from Denmark.

WMWMD the fate great Zimbabwean poet, Jullus
Sekai Chingono: On each of the ather days, the programme focuses on a

different theme, featuring differentlanguages, styles, rhythms and patterns,

poetry, prose, chants and SoulfuPmusic. Each performer has the liberty to
Interpret the themes i theirown wayThat is the hallmark of dialogue, of
free expression. The programme s curated by poet Chirikure Chirikure.

NawatiloMawiyoo (Kenva) / Quaye Kojo [Sir Black] (Ghana)
Pitika Ntuli (South'Africa) / BWoki(South Africa) / Q. Malewezi (Malawi)
1.J. Dema (Botswana) / Morten Sonclergaard (Denmark)
Daniel Mandishona™/ ValerieTaowira / Nevanji Madanhire / Macini Nyoni
BhekusaMoyo; ThandaRichardson / Blackheat deShanti / Linda Gabriel
Alira /- Upmost/ Mbizohirasha / Outspoken (Guest poet)
PhillipSvosve(Saxaphone)andiAaron Yafele (trombone) - [Duet]
Charles Chipangatmanimba)and Namatai Mubariki (voice) - [Duet]
Clare Nyakudyara = guitar/voice*/ Steve Chikotie - guitar/voice
Andy Brown - guitar/voice

B TUESDAY 26 APRIL * 4-5pm
Kudzai Chimbaira and Per Gottfredsson from Stockholm Improvisation Theatre
lead an interactive workshop and play reading session. *FREE

0 FRIDAY 29 APRIL  215-3.15pm
| AM ABUNDANT - a hybrid art documentary/video art project

“l am perfection | am the creator and | am creating the creation of me on this
planet” - Marian Kunonga March 2011

This session showcases the joyful and powerful expression of a group of poets/
performers who are aspiring Zimbabwean filmmakers. Born out of workshops
led by Agnieszka Piotrowska, acclaimed documentary filmmaker, and funded
by the British Council, the performance hopes to capture the spirit of their
energy, creativity and confidence. *FREE

SATURDAY 30 APRIL + llam-1Zpm
Readings of scripts from the highly successful HIFA-Direct project, presented
by the British Council. Be part of the development process for Zimbabwe's
classic plays of the future! *FREE >

*FREE - These events are free if you have a ticket for any show or vorkshop on
the same day, otherwise purchase a general admission ticket for $5

CELEBRATING AFRICAN EXPRESSION!

| iUse wacannot hear each other spea.....

TIME: 3-4PM

THEME:  Here we go! Opening the week of poetic celebrations,
ataste of what's coming.

HOST:  Chirikure Chirikure

ARTISTS: Pitika Ntuli / Valerie Tagwira

Bhekusa Moyo / Thanda Richardson
Namatai Mubariki and Charles Chipanga

T

Rhythm in the voice.
Celebrating the vibrancy of our diverse languages.
Aura

: (. Malewezi / T.J. Dema / Quaye Kojo / Mgcini Nyoni

Mbizo Chirasha / Clare Nyakudyara

12-1PM

Reflecting, expressing!

Looking deep down the inner soul, with sincerity.

Blackheat deShanti

: Nowatilo Mawiyoo / Pitika Ntuli / Quaye Kojo
Nevanji Madanhire / Macini Nyoni / Steve Chikotie
Morten Sondergaard

430-5:30PM

Future in our hands!

The younger voices, mature now, gearing for tomorrow.

Upmost

S: Ewok / Q.Malewezi / Bhekusa Moyo / Thanda Richardson
Blackheat deShanti / Clare Nyakudyara

3-4PM

Vende - Missing tooth! Tribute to Julius Sekai Chingono
Linda Gabriel

S: Pitika Ntuli / Morten Sondergaard / Daniel Mandishona
Mbizo Chirasha / Aura / Phillip Svosve and Aaron Yafel

12-1PM
Basa sebasa - My poetry is my job. Celebrating the worker!
I Chirikure Chirikure

RTISTS:  Ngwatilo Mawiyoo / Quaye Kojo / Morten Sondergaard
Q. Malewezi / Upmost (featuring Outspoken)
Linda Gabriel / Andy Brown

Hivos

people unlimited
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In the spirit of redefining the spoken word poetry

G Foundation has
one of the powerful mediums of
the art through which we can creatively express.
those unexplored regions of our subconscious.
mind
EHALAKASAIs a straight alk, street philosophy,
performan
n line with UNESCO's aim to
promote poetry throughout the world and to "give
fresh recognition and impetus to national,

regional and nterational poetry movement "

RUISIITEED>)

Ehalakasa Mega Fiesta 2010
22nd-24th October
@ Alliance Francaise

Ehalakasa Poetry Café
20th-27th November 2010
W — @ National Festival Of
ery Fortnight

o OUND? Arts And Culture
@THE NUBUKE FOUNDATION (NAFAC 2010)
Tamale - Ghana

Poctry,R

Ehalakasa Poetry Slam
December 2010
Accra - Ghana

alnca
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I'm not one for superiatives. So Il try not to
make flourishes of my commentaries on the
development of Ehalakasa Poetry in Ghana. But
given that Enalakasa deals with matters poetic, |
would sail off once in a while on the wings of the
muses, to express with a poetic tongue.

It should be tempting to suggest that
Ehalakasa as a movement is revolutionary. But
‘revolutionary’ has become the rehash of so many
‘failed’_attempts at novelty, that any such
suggestion is doomed to be seen in the light of still
birth or sheer failure. We would therefore,
probably be better served, if we were to refer o this
new development in the contemporary Ghanaian
poetry scene simply as the-being-of-what-should-
have-been-and now-is.

For far t00 long we have had to express
our deepest dreams, fears and realities through
mediated tropes and means. The systems of
expression, which we have had to employ, have
usually wielded leaden rods of judgmenton our art,
often with very unfortunate consequences. In this
scheme, we severally lost our voices and literary
tongues.

All modes of poetic expression for
instance, had been frozen over by a hopeless
dependence on the scripted text and several other
forms of lettered idioms. This made the very
ordinary act of self expression assume eliist airs,
Mere parrot eloquence became the hallmark of
oratory. Poetry became the slavish preserve of
esoteric collectives of practitioners who were not
terribly good at the craft. Their hand chosen
audiences were constituted from bored over
satiated air heads

In recent times however, certain
sections of the Ghanaian youth have sought to
reclaim their indigenous modes of oratory, giving
these modes a contemporary flair, through the
associations, imagery and issues that are
addressed. Various literary, artistic and
performative forms of expression are employed all
atonce, toin such manifestations.

The Ehalakasa movement is a major
elementin these developments. The term Eha-La-
Kasa is itself a hybrid word, created by joining
together the Ewe (Eha), Ga (La) and Twi (Kasa)
words for “Song” and “Speech” into one acronym
that literally translates as: *Sing-Song-Talk', to
aptly relate the essence of the movement. As
earlier suggested, an Ehalakasa performance
makes use of several art forms in a composite
presentation. Two_prominent forms are ‘Spoken
Word Poetry* and ‘Slam Poetry'. Here creativity, wit
and sometimes speed become the crucial
elements of reckon. There is usually play and an
appeal to the jovial.

As with all re-awakening efforts, the
Enalakasa movement has not had an easy sailing
journey. The future however shines so bright, as so
many Ehalakasa events are coming off all over
Accra, the capital of Ghana. The Ehalakasa Poetry
Talk Party is one such event that is hosted
fortnightly at the Nubuke Foundation, in East-
Legon Accra. The Alliance Frangaise in Accra also
hosted the maiden Ehalakasa Mega Fiesta/Slam in
2009. The Silver Bird Tower entertainment Centre
atthe Airport City in Accra also hosted  part of this
Fiesta. The Ehalakasa flame is even expected to
catch other cities and towns soon. This is why | do
not want to call this development a revolution. It
simply is what it is as the ‘Ehalakasaists' say,
livesinus..."

Bernard Akoi-Jackson
August2010
Tema
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POETRY PROJECT

L/
& Revival and Sustenance of Poetry

In SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLS
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